2OO     CONTRIBUTIONS TO "THE EXAMINER"

title of " A Letter to Sir J[aco]b B[an]ks,"l where the reflec-
tions upon her sacred Majesty are much more plain and
direct, than ever the "Examiner" thought fit to publish
against the most obnoxious persons in a m[inistr]y, dis-
carded for endeavouring the ruin of their prince and country.
Caesar indeed threatened to hang the pirates for presuming
to disturb him while he was their prisoner aboard their
ship.2 But it was Csesar who did so, and he did it to a crew
of public robbers; and it became the greatness of his spirit,
for he lived to execute what he had threatened. Had
they been in his power, and sent such a message, it could be
imputed to nothing but the extremes of impudence, folly or
madness.

I had a letter last week relating to Mr. Greenshields3 an
Episcopal clergyman of Scotland, and the writer seems to
be a gentleman of that part of Britain. I remember formerly
to have read a printed account of Mr. Greenshields's case,
who has been prosecuted and silenced for no other reason

1                                          In his letter to the Earl of Peterborough, dated February, 171 $ (Scott,
vol. xv., pp. 422-3), Swift speaks more favourably of this pamnhlet.
His remarks to the Earl throw considerable light on Swift's own position
as a Tory: " The piece is shrewdly written; and, in rny opinion, not to
be answered, otherwise than by disclaiming that sort of passive obedience
which the Tories are charged with.   This dispute would soon be ended,
if the dunces who write on each side would plainly tell us what the
object of this passive obedience is in our country ; for I dare swear nine
in ten of the Whigs will allow it to be the legislature, and as many of
the Tories deny it to the prince alone ; and I hardly ever saw a Whig
and a Tory together, whom I could not immediately reconcile on that
article when I tmtdre them explain themselves."

The pamphlet was written by a Mr. Benson in reply to Sir Jacob
Banks, who, as member for Minehead, had, in 1709-10 presented an
address from his constituents in which it was pretty broadly avowed
that subjects must obey their monarch, since he was responsible to God
alone. The writer of the letter institutes a clever parallel between
England and Sweden. See note to No. 14, ante, and No. 34, post>
pp. 75 and 216. [T. S.]

2                           Julius Caesar was captured by pirates off the coast of Miletus
(c* 75 B. c.) and held to ransom.   The threat of crucifixion he then held
out to his captors he afterwards fulfilled.   [T, S.J

3                                  The Rev. James Greenshields was imprisoned (September I5th,
1709) for conducting in Edinburgh the service according to the English
Prayer Book.   He appealed to the House of Lords, and the judgment
'against him was reversed, March 1st. 171-?- ("Journals of House of
Lords," xix).  [T. S.]